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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Application 

1 . This Office Action is a response to Applicants' Preliminary Amendment filed on 
07/19/2006. In virtue of this Preliminary Amendment, claims 1-13 are currently 
presented in the instant application. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgement is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement(s) (IDS) submitted on 07/1 9/2006 in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is considered by the examiner. 

If applicant is aware of any prior art or any other co-pending application not 
already of record, he/she is reminded of his/her duty under 37 CFR 1 .97 to discloses 
the same. 

Drawings 

4. The drawing submitted on 07/1 9/2006 is accepted as part of the formal 
application. 

Specification 

5. The specification is accepted as part of the formal application. 

Applicant cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of which applicant 
may become aware in the specification. 



Application/Control Number: 10/586,762 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2821 

Claim Objections 

6. Claims 1 and 3-4 are objected to because of tine following informalities: 
Claim 1 : 

Line 3, "this loop being able on the one hand" should be deleted; 
Line 5, "on the other hand," should be deleted; 
Claim 3 : 

Line 1 , "intended to be" should be deleted; 

Claim 4 : 

Line 1 , "intended to be" should be deleted; 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, lines 3-5, the recitation "this loop being able on the one hand 
to feed the electronic chip with an induced current generated when it is passed through 
by a first electromagnetic wave carrying information" is unclear. It is not clear what "it" 
refers to. If "it" refers to "an induced current", it should be changed to "said an induced 
current". 
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Claims 2-13 are rejected since they are dependent on claim 1 . 
Clarification is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

10. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bridgelall 
(US 7,005,968 B1). 




45c 51e 

Regarding claim 1 . Bridgelall discloses, in Figure 6 and col. 3, lines 18-46, a 
passive receiver-transmitter device fed by electromagnetic wave, provided with an 
antenna comprising a loop (45) associated with an electronic transponder chip (col. 3, 
lines 18-46), this loop being able on the one hand to feed the electronic chip with an 
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induced current generated wlien it is passed tlirougli by a first electromagnetic wave 
carrying information, and on the other hand, to send a second electromagnetic wave 
carrying the response from the electronic chip, characterized in that the antenna is 
designed in such a way that the loop comprises at least two non-coplanar or non- 
parallel parts in a position of use. 

Regarding claim 2 . as applied to claim 1, Bridgelall discloses, in Figure 6, 
wherein the loop (45) comprises at least two parts situated in roughly perpendicular 
planes. 

Regarding claim 3 . as applied to claim 2, Bridgelall discloses, in Figure 6, 
wherein the loop 45 is intended to be disposed in two planes roughly perpendicular to 
each other. 

Regarding claim 4 . as applied to claim 2, Bridgelall discloses, in Figure 6, 
wherein the loop (45) is intended to be positioned in three planes roughly perpendicular 
to each other. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 5-6 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bridgelall (US 7,005,968 B1) in view of Con well et al. (US 6,163,260). 
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Regarding claims 5-6 and 11-13 . Bridgelall discloses, in Figure 6, wherein the 
antenna (45) is incorporated in a support in the form of a label and attached on several 
sides of an obiect (51 e). 

Bridgelall does not disclose that the support is produced in form of a self- 
adhesive label. 

Conwell discloses, in Figures 1-3, the support is produced in form of a self- 
adhesive label. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the support of Bridgelall with the support as teach by 
Conwell, doing so would provide an efficient and cost-effective way to attach the 
passive receiver -transmitter device to the object (co. 1 , lines 64-67). 
13. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bridgelall 
(US 7,005,968 B1) in view of Brady et al. (US 6,100,804). 

Regarding claim 7 . Bridgelall discloses every feature of claimed invention as 
expressly recited in claim 1 , except for the antenna comprising a loop produced in the 
form of an open cylindrical bracelet, obtained from a flat support formed by a flexible 
strip. 

Brady discloses, in Figure 7B, 19 and col. 7, lines 40-44 and col. 8, lines 9-13, for 
the antenna comprising a loop (col. 7, lines 40-44) produced in the form of an open 
cylindrical bracelet (Figure 19), obtained from a flat support formed by a flexible strip 
(col. 8, lines 9-13). 
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It would have been obvious to one liaving ordinary sl^ill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the antenna of Bridgelall with the antenna as taught by 
Brady, doing so would provide a flexible passive receiver-transmitter device (col. 2, lines 
20-25). 

14. Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bridgelall (US 7,005,968 B1) in view of PertI et al. (US 6,300,920 B1). 

Regarding claim 8. Bridgelall discloses every feature of claimed invention as 
expressly recited in claim 1, except for wherein the antenna comprises a closed circular 
loop produced from a spiral-wound wire. 

PertI discloses, in Figures 20-21, wherein the antenna comprises a closed 
circular loop produced from a spiral-wound wire. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the antenna of Bridgelall with the antenna as taught by 
PertI, doing so would provide an antenna, which creates a nearly uniform magnetic field 
(see col. 2, lines 20-25). 

Regarding claims 9-10 . Bridgelall/PertI disclose every feature of claimed 
invention except for the loop having a diameter of between 4 and 10 cm. 

However, such difference is not of patentable merits since it would have obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art in the time the invention was made to determine 
the range of diameter of the loop to achieve desired radiation characteristic for the 
antenna and it has been held that discovehng an optimum or workable range involves 
only routine skill in the art. In reAller, 105 USPQ 233. 
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Inquiry 

1 5. Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DIED HIEN T. DUONG whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8980. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, from 
8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Douglas W. Owens can be reached on 571-272-1662. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

02/14/2009 
DD 

Au 2821 



/Douglas W Owens/ 
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